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HI-REZ launches a new nomadic, site-specific, hi-impact,

artist residency program

Two Events featuring artistic response by contemporary local artists to the work of Maxo Vanka:

1) November 7th at 6:30 PM at the Pittsburgh Center for the Arts (PCA), as part of exhibit "Paintings and Works on Paper, Maxo Vanka"

2) November 14th at 3PM at the site of the Social-Realist Maxo Vanka Murals: St. Nicholas Croatian Catholic Church, Millvale PA 
(The church is located at 24 Maryland Avenue, Millvale, PA 15209) http://www.vankamurals.org/
About the Vanka Hi-REZ Events

At the PCA and the St. Nicholas Croatian Catholic Church audiences will see two separate performances by both a poet and a musical duo at both events. In collaboration with the church these artists have spent time in the space where the murals reside and, with their own individual artistic processes, have created new works inspired by the murals themselves.

About HI-REZ

Hi-Rez puts artists in new places.

Hi-Rez is an independent, artist-driven initiative that fosters and facilitates non-traditional interactions between Pittsburgh artists and institutions. The initiative pairs artists with environments they haven’t worked in, and people they haven’t met—whether that’s a for-profit business or a nonprofit organization; a tech company or a landscaper; a small community church or an international corporation.

Hi-Rez takes as its inspiration two distinct yet similar concepts: modern artist’s residency programs, and the patronage systems that allowed the arts to flourish in previous eras of Western history. Over the past two decades, Pittsburgh’s for- and non-profit sectors have gone through major changes and overcome plenty of challenges. In the same period, the artists, arts presenters, and arts audience in the city have flourished—creatively if not always financially. Yet rarely have these two sectors of the city met. Even when entities’ employees or members are also staunch supporters of the arts, those two sides of city life too-often remain separate.

For each of its residencies, Hi-Rez deploys an artist to work with and within an entity, offering that entity a new view of itself through the resident’s artistic response. The resulting work will then be offered to the public—as a showing, an event, a performance, whatever the artist’s medium requires—as a collaborative creation between artist and entity. Finally, each piece will result in documentation to be added to the Hi-Rez Archives, an online and tangible, displayable archive of work done within these disparate collaborative settings which, in and of itself, becomes an artwork examining life in early-21st century Pittsburgh.

About the Vanka Project HI-REZ Artists

Justin Hopper: poet 

Justin Hopper lives as a writer and artist in Pittsburgh. His writing about art, culture, and history has appeared in national and international publications for more than a decade. In the Pittsburgh area, his award-winning writing has appeared regularly in many major local and regional publications, and in his book on community projects enacted as part of Pittsburgh 250, Making the Connections. His multimedia art project Public Record consists of both new media (audio experienced by mobile phone) and old media (a book of poetry and artwork) methods of experiencing his poems written using 19th-century Pittsburgh crime reports.

Hopper’s “poetic non-fiction” writing- and research-based artwork is concerned with the conversation around shifts in cultural knowledge: from oral tradition to written – and now digital – culture. Using journalistic and historical practice, documentation, sampled text, and spoken word, Hopper explores what is lost and what is gained in these transitions, and how we subtly, often unknowingly, make decisions that alter the course of our own history – both future and past.

Action Camp: musical duo

Action Camp is a post-pop duo from Pittsburgh, PA whose music combines equal parts surf, dream pop, and electro, with an ear toward classical composition. Members Maura Jacob and Bengt Alexsander create an atmospheric sound and involved stage performance that are “a work of stagecraft, a piece of theatre, and a big-top attraction that is the inspired product of two very active and productive imaginations” (Burghsounds blog, 2009). Drawing from a shared love of 50s doo-wop, early art rock, and David Lynch films, Jacob and Alexsander create music that merges the organic with synthetic by utilizing traditional instrumentation in combination with found sounds and electronic elements. The result is an eclectic sound eliciting comparisons to groups like the Eurythmics and Suicide while maintaining its own personal style.

After a busy summer performing throughout the Mid-Atlantic region, Action Camp currently is participating in the first installment of Pittsburgh’s Hi-Rez Artist Residency Program. The duo will be creating a musical response to the works of Maxo Vanka, specifically his murals on display at St. Nicholas Croatian Church in Millvale, PA, with the resulting piece being performed in November 2010. Their residency marks this summer’s second collaboration for Jacob and Alexsander, coming after their having produced work for Conspiracy for Good, an online project started by Heroes creator Tim Kring. Prior to this year’s projects, Action Camp has produced an LP (Dead Like Tan, 2008), an EP, an album of cover songs, and three live albums. They are honored to be included in this burgeoning local cultural endeavor and are excited to start this new chapter in their history together. 

Action Camp was formed in 2006 after a chance meeting between this unlikely pair. Pittsburgh native Maura Jacob is a classically trained vocalist who possesses a deep love for and experience with theater and the literary arts. Bengt Alexsander is a multi-instrumentalist from Central Massachusetts who has been performing in bands from his early teens. After meeting in Boston and experimenting with different band line-ups and musical styles, they grew into a duo focused on creating a sound where “female vocals waft like ground fog above an ancient forest floor [and] a bizarre sense of darker monster surf music slithers in the eardrums” (The Noise Boston).

After playing in the Boston scene for 3 years the duo relocated to Pittsburgh, PA in 2009. 

Action Camp remains an ever-evolving entity creating a sound that is uniquely its own. Put simply, their music can be quiet then loud, slow then fast, organic then synthetic, but always drenched in reverb and charm.

http://www.action-camp.com/
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